A great deal of attention has lately been paid to the expectorant, cardiac-stimulant and diuretic properties of Scilla. Although a useful and potent drug, on account of its irritable effects on the gastro-intestinal tract it has not been possible to use it to any large extent in therapeutics as a cardiac tonic. Efforts have therefore been made of late years to isolate its active principles and to see if it is possible to separate these from the irritating substances contained in the bulbs. Two substances have been isolated, an apparently pure crystalline glucoside named scillaren A, and an amorphous complex constituent, probably a mixture of two glucosides, which has been given the name of scillaren B. The latter substance is easily soluble in water while the former is practically insoluble. Both experimental and clinical experience with the drug has shown that the action of scillaren closely resembles strophanthin, and it was also said that like the latter substance it suffers from the disadvantage that it cannot be given by the mouth. De (1927) showed that scillaren exerts a digitalis-like action on the heart, that its irritant action on the alimentary canal is slight, and that it is absorbed from the alimentary tract. Stehle, Ross and Dreyer (1931) 
